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Inference
Prof. Pivashkant Dixit

Vice-chancellor
Uttra khand Sanskrit University
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The importance of inference is well-known all over the world.

When Lord Shree Krishna introduces himself in the Geeta as "Vada"

then he makes an indication towards pure Shastric discussions.

Shastric discussions are capable to reach that decision which is
beneficial to protect and preserve humanity and society. These
discussions are more or less based on different types of inferences
or Anumana. Some of the common instances of inference used in
the Shastric content are mentioned below. This is to explore the
actual meaning of Anuman and importance of the co-existence rule

or Vyapti regarding Anuman.

i

When we see black clouds in the sky during rainy days, then we
infer that it may rain . Similarly, when we see ants in a long
queue, carrying their eggs, we are again able to infer the possi-
bility of rain.

In the rainy season when we see flooded rivers, then we infer
the fact that some where in the upper reaches, there was rain-

fall.

In earth there is earth-ness and because earth is also a sub-
Stance so in earth substance-ness also exists. Knowing this,
we can infer substance-ness in earth through the knowledge of
earth-ness.

Every knowable object in the World can be expressed by the
(3%)
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Hetu i.n thi:*: case) being characterized by the
(Vyapti), exists on the mountain'.
In reality this third knowledge
or Paramarsha) w
orAnumiti.

In the starting of this preface I have purposely mentioned many

cxamplt?s of mt<-3rential cognition. Each example denotes a different
type of inferential cognition.

coexistence rule

s Is called inference (Anumanam
nich is principal cause of inferential cognition

The first example is different because in these types of
inferential cognition, we infer objects through their cause . Here
Black cloud is the cause of rain. According to Nyaya-Darshan these
kinds of inferences are named 'Poorvavat'.

The second example is different because in these types of
inferential cognition, we infer things through their product or result.
In the given example, the flooded river is a product or result of
rain.According to Nyaya-tradition these types of inferences called
‘Sheshvat'.

The third example is different because in these types of
inferential cognition, we infer any item through those types of things
which are neither the cause of that item nor its product or result. In
the given example earth-ness or Prithveetva is neither the cause of
substance-ness or Dravyatva nor its product or result. In Nyaya-
Darshan these kinds of inferences are mentioned as
"Samanyatodrishta” .

Some Nyaya-philosophers explain the above mentioned three
words Poorvavat,Sheshvat and Samanyatodrishta differently
According to these thinkers, the meaning of 'Poorvavat' is
'Kevalanvyee'. Kevalanvayee means that inference which occurs only
after the knowledge of 'invariable accompaniment of the Hetu
(middlegk minor term) by sadhya (major term). This way the fourth
example is based on this explantion Poorvavat where we infer
Vachyatva through knowledge of Jyeyatva.

According to these thinkers, the meaning of 'Sheshvat' is
Kevalavyatirekee. Kevalvyatirekee means that inference which
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' Vyapti.
The ﬁrst.Vyapll definition is different from the second, third
and fifth definitions due toAtyantabhay

a (Simple negation)
andAnyonyabhava (Mutual negation). In the first definition, simple
negation (Atyantabhava) is included whereas in the second, third and
fifth definitions, mutual negation is used,

Between the third and fj
one difference. In the third d
1s included but in the fifth d
its part.

All these five definitions of Vyapti are the elaborated form
ofAvyabhichritatva which means the absence of a particular fault

(Vyabhichara) in the minor which 18 associated with
co-existence rule.

According to primary books of Nyaya-Vaisheshika Philosophy
like Tarkasangraha, Tarkamrita etc., the definition of Vyapti is
“Sahacharya-Niyam or co-existence rule” which is required in the
Hetu or middle term. However,apart from God, common people are
not able to see all those places where Hetu or middle term exists
and Sadhya or major term also exists. So instead of Sahacharya-
Niyama or rule of coexistence as a positive definition, the absence
of Vyabhichara is accepted as the definin g attribute of Vyapti.

For example, if we accept Sahacharya-Niyama as Vyapti and
infer the fire on the mountain through the thick line of smoke then
before inference of fire, it is not possible to cognize all locations
of fire and smoke coexistence to finalise the rule (because even
one contrary instance can break the rule and thus not allow inferential
cognition). However, when we accept the negation of Vyabhichara
as Vyapti, it means that in Hetu (middle term), there exists the
negation of the co-existence with Sadhyaabhava (non-existence of
major term). In the mentioned, instance of inferring fire using the
knowledge of smoke, it is common experience that Hetu i.c. smoke
never exists in the locus of the non existence of fire.

fth definitions of Vyapti, there is only
eﬁnition,Adhikaranatva or locus-ness

efinition of Vyapti, it is not accepted as

the major by a
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34
fire is sure and it’s non-ap
infer smoke is also very clear

: faults i.e A ti,
Ativyapti and Asambhava AUl Le.Avyapti

When we infer fire on the mount
line of smoke, then here smoke is
Saddhetu—smoke is never seen as

negation of Sadhyahﬁm./\lways. whichever becomes the locus of
negation of Sadhya—fire or Sadhyabhava, on that particular locus
Sadhana—smoke never exists, and this non-existence is the definition
of Vyapti or Vyapya of Saddhetu.

We are able to say that the a
definition i.e. “Sadhyabhavadhikaran
existence of smoke in locus of nega
this application we easily decide th
fromAvyapti and Asambhava errors

ain by a thick and constant
Saddhetu. Locus of this
the locus of Sadhyabhava—

pplication of the first Vyapti
a niroopit vrittitvabhava— non-
tion of fire” is correct. Throu gh
at this definition of Vyapti is free

To decide that this definition is free fromAtivyapti error too,
we examine the non-application of it inAsaddhetu. When we infer
on mountain smoke after seeing hi gher flames of fire on the
mountain, then here fire isAsaddhetu. Locus of thisAsaddhetu—fire
is seen in so many places coinciding with the locus of Sadhyabhava—
negation of Sadhya—smoke. An example is a heated iron ball where
18 there is fire (Hetu) but no smoke (Sadhya).

Thus, if in any single locus we find the negation of smoke—
Dhoomabhava—Sadhyabhava and fire— Vahni—Hetu together, then

the Hetu-fire coexists with negation of smoke Sadhyabhava. Because
the Hetu—fire exists in the locus of the negation of smoke—
Sadhyabhava (like in the case of a heated iron-ball), thus we cannot
say in any way that Hetu fire does not exist in the locus of negation
of smoke. Thus, anAsaddhetu is not covered by the definition which
indicates it being free from the fault of Ativyapti.

In the same way, we are able to decide the errorless-ness of
each of the five Vyapti definitions easily and if anywhere there
appears to be error, to try to resolve them appropriately. This specific
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the booth-owner that | felt 4 very minor di .
r difference in that pack
handled the packet and replied that there may be a leakaag: ;A

39

This was confirmed when he applied pressure on the packet.

At every step of this incident ther -
: € were numerous instances of
Anumana. Applying Anuman

aproperly is an uns e
aspect of our daily life. perly 1s an unspoken and necessary

He!?:. itmight be said that even those who are not aware about
concepts like Vyapti orAnumana conduct their life properly and are
able to use the faculty of inference properly. This observation is
right and I wish to add something more. Not only do common people
infer in the manner described in sophisticated Indian logicial texts,
butin this world even animals are able to use the faculty of inference.
According toAcharya Shankara, when any cow looks at a man taking
green grass in his hand then the cow infers that “this man wants to
give me grass”. When the same animal sees the man with a stick in
hand then the cow infers that “he wants to beat me” and reacts .

Accordingly to the Hetu (minor), the cow comes near to man or
goes away from the man.

We would say that there is much difference between man’s
and an animal’s inference. In the same way, we can say that there is
an assured difference in the inference process between a common
man and a man who is aware about the intricacies of Vyapti and the
inference process as detailed in Nyaya texts like the Tarkbhasha,
Nyaya Darsan, Nyaya Siddhant Muktavali, Vyaptipanchak etc. So we
should study this text book properly at least once in our life to aid
and improve our powers of discrimination.
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